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In recent years, the Brazilian scientific community and 
government authorities have recognized the urgent 
need for reshaping the country’s universities, involving 
a redesign of its structures, programs, and a stronger 
international insertion.  Such reformulation aims a leap 
of quality in higher education and the strengthening of 
Brazil’s international role in Science, Technology and 
Innovation, a necessary condition in a solid strategy for 
an economic development that addresses the reduction 
of social inequality and the aggregation of value to 
domestic production.

With this motivation, the Brazilian Academy of Sciences 
(BAS) will be holding the International Symposium 
on Excellence in Higher Education, at its headquarters 
in Rio de Janeiro. The main purpose of this meeting 
is to carefully analyze the good examples of success 
in processes of redesign of educational and research 
institutions in other countries, as well as to discuss the 
main determinants for achieving excellence in Higher 
Education in Brazil, in order to support recommendations 
that could contribute to public policies.

What should be the best path for Brazilian educational 
and research institutions to achieve quality levels 
comparable to the world’s best universities? Which 
higher education models would be appropriate to Brazil? 
What are the challenges for internationalization? These 
and other questions will be discussed at the Symposium 
through the perspectives of the academia, governmental 
authorities and international institutions. 

The opening on September 22nd will feature the 
Minister of State for Education, Henrique Paim, 
the Minister of State for Science, Technology and 
Innovation (MCTI), Clelio Campolina, the President 
of the Carlos Chagas Filho Foundation of Support 
for Research at the State of Rio de Janeiro 
(FAPERJ), Ruy Garcia Marques, and the President 
of BAS, Jacob Palis, among other authorities.
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Theme 3 :  Hi gher  Educat ion :  
Technological Inst itutes

Cha ir :  Car l o s  A lbe r to  Aragão
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Welcome coffee Welcome coffee Welcome coffee

Opening 
Jacob Palis (President, Brazilian Academy of Sciences),  
Ruy Marques (President, FAPERJ), José Henrique Paim  
(Minister, Ministry of Education) and Clélio Campolina  
(Minister, Ministry of Science, Tecnology and Innovation)
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Questions and Answers Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

Lunch

Coffee Break

General Discussion, Summary,  
and closing

Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

Marco Antonio Zago (Rector, University of São Paulo - USP)

José Fernando Perez (President, Recepta)

Luiz Mello (Director of Technology and Innovation, Vale S.A.)

Debora Foguel (Vice-Rector for Graduate Studies and Research,  
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro - UFRJ)

Monica Heilbron (Vice-Rector for Graduates Studies and Research,  
State University of Rio de Janeiro)

Elias Ramos da Silva (General Manager of Research and 
Technological Development, National Oil Agency)

Theme 1 :  Autonomy ,  G overnance ,  
F inanc ing and E valuat i on

Cha ir :  Je r son  L ima 

Theme 2 :  Braz il ian Un iversi t ies :  
A  Regard from Busi ness

Cha ir :  He rnan  Cha imov i c h

Lunch

Coffee Break

Coffee Break

Coffee Break

Keynote 1
Chair: Jacob Palis
Jorge Guimarães (President, CAPES, Ministry of Education)

Keynote 4 
Chair: Jailson de Andrade
Glauco Arbix (President, FINEP, MCTI)

Keynote 5
Chair: Francisco Barrantes
Diego Ambasz (Senior Educational Specialist, World Bank)

Keynote 6
Chair: Luiz Davidovich
Lidia Brito (Regional Director for the Sciences in the Latin 
American and Caribbean Region - UNESCO)

Keynote 2 
Chair: Jacob Palis
Bruce Darling (Executive Officer of NAS & NRC, former vice-
President of the University of California system for university affairs)

Keynote 3
Chair: Ruy Marques
Jean Chambaz (President, Université Pierre et Marie Curie)
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Questions and Answers
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Alvaro Prata (Vice-Minister, MCTI)

Cesar Camacho (Director, National Institute for Pure and Applied 
Mathematics - IMPA)

Luiz Bevilacqua (UFRJ - Former Rector of the  
Federal University of ABC)

Luiz Roberto Curi (Councillor, National Council for Education - CNE)

Naomar Almeida Filho (Rector, Federal University  
of the South of Bahia)

Sergio Bravo (Rector, Universidad de la Frontera, Chile)

Celso Hirata (Vice-Rector for Graduate Studies and Research, 
Technological Institute of Aeronautics - ITA)

Questions and Answers

Questions and Answers

Closure 

Closure

Coffee Break

DINNER

Theme 4 :  Challenges of  
Hi gher  Educat ion in  Braz il

Cha ir :  O táv i o  Ve l ho

Theme 5 :  New models for  Hi gher  Educat ion  
in  Braz il  and Lat in  Amer ica

Cha ir :  E l i s a  Re i s
Arthur Carty (Executive Director, Waterloo Institute for 
Nanotechnology, University of Waterloo)


