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“Most published research findings 

are probably false” (Ioannidis, 2005)

October 19th, 2013



• Irreproducibility of data and of clinical studies

• Tacit knowledge, soft-ware availability

• Statistical mistakes, IPPC 2007 study

“Trouble at the lab”
The Economist, October 19th, 2013

• Statistical mistakes, IPPC 2007 study

• Weaknesses in peer-review, minimal-

threshold journals

• Incompetence, fraud, fabrication, plagiarism

• Lack of a culture of scepticism



4th IPCC report 2007



“Problems with the IPCC
4th assessment report” 

“Glaciers in the Himalaya are receding faster than in any other part of the 
world and, if the present rate continues, the likelihood of them disappearing 
by the year 2035 and perhaps sooner is very high if the Earth keeps warming 
at the current rate”.

Sunday, January 24th, 2010

IPCC's Himalayan glacier 'mistake' not an accident

Murari Lal, the coordinating lead author of the 2007 IPCC report’s chapter on 
Asia told ScienceNews that he knew there were no solid data to support the 
report’s claim that Himalayan glaciers – the source of drinking and irrigation 
water for downstream areas throughout Asia – could dry up by 2035.



Climate change assessments

Review of the 

Processes and Processes and 

Procedures of the 

IPCC

InterAcademy Council

August 30, 2010



2nd World Conference on2nd World Conference on

Research Integrity

September 22nd, 2010



with:

Recommendations for 

Researchers and

Forging an international consensus 
on responsible conduct

Researchers and

Institutions involved in 

Research., ie for Funding 

Agencies, Journals, 

Academies, Policy makers

September 2012



• The Research Plan
– Safeguarding privileged information

• Carrying Out Research
– Responsibility for upholding responsible standards

Outline of the IAC Report

– Responsibility for upholding responsible standards

• Reporting Research Results
– Peer Review, Authorship and Referencing

• Communicating with Policy Makers and the Public
– Reporting uncertainties or probabilities

• Institutional Responsibilities
– Universities, Journals, Funding Agencies



• Paulo Sergio Lacerda Beirão, Universidade Federal de 
Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Brasil

• Bengt Gustafsson, Uppsala University, Sweden

Speakers List – Scientific Integrity

• Indira Nath, National Institute of Pathology (ICMR), 
New Delhi, India

• Nicholas Steneck, Director, Research Ethics and 
Integrity Program, University of Michigan, Institute for 
Clinical and Health Research, USA
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