
 
 

 
IANAS STATEMENT 

 
 

Concerns about the threats facing science in the United States of America 

  
The Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS) stands with 
our colleagues throughout the Americas and around the world in voicing our 
concerns about the unprecedented threats facing science in the United States 
of America today1.  We have voiced similar concerns about attacks on the 
scientific enterprises of other countries in our region, such as Nicaragua2 and 
Argentina3. But the current threats to U.S. science are even more alarming 
because of the greater global scope—in terms of investment, leadership in 
science-driven technology and innovation, and education—that U.S science 
has traditionally had4. 
 
The United States has played a significant role in advancing science and 
research throughout the Americas, acting as a hub for scientific innovation 
and collaboration. The U.S. has contributed to a broad range of scientific 
disciplines, from healthcare and environmental studies to space exploration 
and renewable energy, through its world-class research institutions, corporate 
innovations, and leadership in technological development. 
 
The main rationale being given for the current drastic cuts to funding, indirect 
costs, and staffing at U.S. federal scientific agencies is economic.  Yet, as we 
wrote in a previous statement3, Science is not an expense, but an investment. 
The United States has been the global economic leader due to its continuous 
investments in Science, Technology and Innovation throughout the last 
decades, inspiring other countries to make similar investments in ST&I5.  
IANAS hopes that the U.S. will continue to be a role model for the 
development of ST&I throughout the Americas. 

 

                                                        
1The Royal Society – Science under threat (https://royalsociety.org/news/2025/02/science-under-
threat/); French Academy of Sciences – Threats to science and scientific research (https://www.academie-
sciences.fr/sites/default/files/2025-02/CP%20Threats%20to%20science%202.pdf); Nature - Trump 2.0: an 
assault on science anywhere is an assault on science everywhere 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00562-w) 
2 IANAS - Aggravation of the Crises in Science, Higher Education, and Freedom of Expression in Nicaragua 
(https://ianas.org/announcements/3rd-statement-approved-by-the-executive-committee-on-the-crises-
of-nicaragua/) 
3 IANAS - Education and Science in Argentina (https://ianas.org/announcements/ianas-executive-
committee-approved-statement/) 
4 Nature - The US is the world’s science superpower – but for how long? 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-03403-4) 
5 DRCLAS Harvard University - Helena Nader Highlights Urgency of Science and Technology Investment in 
Brazil at Haddad Distinguished Lecture (https://www.drclas.harvard.edu/news/2024/11/helena-nader-
highlights-urgency-science-and-technology-investment-brazil-haddad) 
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Endorsed by: 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences of Argentina 
National Academy of Exact, Physical and Natural Sciences of Argentina 
National Academy of Sciences of Bolivia 
Brazilian Academy of Sciences 
The Royal Society of Canada 
Caribbean Academy of Sciences 
Chilean Academy of Sciences 
Colombian Academy of Exact, Physical and Natural Sciences 
National Academy of Sciences of Costa Rica 
Cuban Academy of Sciences 
National Academy of Sciences of Ecuador 
Academy of Medical, Physical and Natural Sciences of Guatemala 
National Academy of Sciences of Honduras 
Latin American Academy of Sciences 
Mexican Academy of Sciences 
Nicaraguan Academy of Sciences 
Panamanian Association for the Advancement of Science 
National Academy of Sciences of Peru 
The National Academy of Sciences of Uruguay 
Academy of Physical, Mathematical and Natural Sciences of Venezuela 
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